
Brought to you by: 

Strahan Coleman 

Strahan is a musician, writer, speaker, psalmist, story-teller and songwriter. For the past ten years he has 
travelled through Australasia, America and Europe sharing his songs and stories in bars, festivals and 
churches alike. He has written and released five studio projects garnering for himself a New Zealand Music 
Award for his debut full length record ‘Posters'. Strahan's writing style has often been described as psalmic, 
"[making] the tension between heaven and earth... that much more palpable" and his ability to tell stories 
has won him his listeners ears the world over. 

 

Strahan is the creator of Commoners Communion, a blog, podcast and conversational look at how poetry 
and revelation kiss in the life of Spirit filled humanity. He writes daily prayers and devotions on Instagram 
and recently released his first self-published book ‘Prayer Vol.01’. He helps to teach others how to hear 
God’s voice and grow in closeness with him through retreats and seminars and is passionate about helping 
the church find a new language in prayer. 

Jennie Ekigbo 

Jennie was born in the UK, raised in Aotearoa and is of the Igbo ethnic group of Nigeria.  As a passionate ad-
vocate for social justice, her main interests are racial justice and faith, gender justice, and economic jus-
tice.  Over the past 10 years, she worked in the non-profit sector in New Zealand, USA and Kenya.  Currently, 
Jennie co-leads a racial justice and reconciliation group for Christians called Be the Bridge. Originating from 
the US, this group was first launched in Aotearoa last year. It aims to help the Church be a credible witness 
on racial justice, equity and reconciliation. She also runs a business with her husband Chris, seeking to bring 
together values ethics, dignity and equity with commerce.  Jennie holds an MA in Development Studies 
from the University of Auckland. She is married to Chris and they have one daughter called Uchem.  She 
attends Hills Church in Auckland with her family. 

Aaron Hendry 

Aaron Hendry has been involved in youth work for over a decade and currently manages a service at Lifewise 
supporting young people who have experienced homelessness. Aaron completed a theology degree in 2016 
and has continued to study various areas of theology independently, particularly around justice and marginal-
ised people. Over two years ago he began curating and writing for the blog, When Lambs Are Silent, giving a 
space for a variety of marginalised voices. This year he has started a podcast under the same name. Aaron 
has a wife, a two-year-old and a son due any day now. Aaron and his family live as a part of a missional com-
munity looking to support young mums. Both in his personal and professional time he acts as a strong advo-
cate for living the gospel in a way that is active, loving and completely encompasses all of life. 

Jethro George 

Jethro George is passionate about learning and exploring the word of God. As a pastor at Pakuranga Bap-
tist and as a postgrad student and staff member at Laidlaw College, Jethro is excited by the opportunity 
he has to introduce and expand his own and others knowledge of the written word of God, and how this 
continues into our day-to-day lives as followers of Christ. Jethro has a background in teaching, youth and 
community work, and business and entrepreneurship, he has studied Theology, Human Rights, Business 
and Law. Jethro’s “why” is centred around the radical need for humanity to find purpose and meaning in 
life, something that he believes can only be found in God. 



Brought to you by: 

Nathan Bird 

I was born on the lounge floor of our little home in Manurewa some 27 years ago. Grew up in church and 
found friends there as I wrestled with what it really means to be a Christian. I started out on the worship 
team at church initially because I loved music. But over time I felt a change in my heart from feeling like 
God was a good excuse to play music, to having a deep desire to use music as a vehicle to connect people 
to God. A few years ago I was invited to come on staff at Elim Christian College to run their worship teams, 
and a few years after that I accepted the worship pastor role at my church, Eastgate Christian Centre. I also 
have a beautiful wife, Ashley and a wonderful new(ish) daughter named Bridie who is my shining light as 
she was born in the middle of the rough year we call "2020". 

Jo Robertson 

Jo Robertson is the Research and Training Lead for The Light Project, a charitable trust equipping youth, 
whānau and professionals to navigate the new porn landscape. From an early age, Jo knew she wanted to 
serve people; she had a strong concern for those who felt no one was listening to them. This compelled 
her to train in social policy, counselling and sexual health, and to earn her Masters of Science in sex thera-
py, with a focus on the consumption rates and impacts of porn on adolescents. After completing her edu-
cation and training, Jo went on to work in trauma and abuse counselling roles with children and young 
people; she now works in private practice as a sex therapist, helping couples restore intimacy, or with 
problematic sexual behaviours. Jo is married to an exceptional man named Dave who runs a youth men-
toring organisation, and has three young boys. This has taught Jo the complexity of being a working mum, 
and as with all parents, is very low on the 3 S’s (sleep, self-care and showers). 

Charles Hewlett 

Charles is the National Leader of the Baptist Churches in New Zealand. Prior to this he spent 13 years on the 
staff at Carey Baptist College, the last 8 of these as Principal. He is married to Joanne and they have three 
children, two living with severe intellectual and physical disability. Charles is deeply committed to seeing the 
Baptist Union of New Zealand being a collective of thriving faith communities bringing gospel renewal to 
people and places in local neighbourhoods.   

Aaron Ironside 

Aaron Ironside has over 3000 hours of counselling experience, drawing on his Masters Degree in Psychology 
and his training with Living Wisdom and Strength to Strength. 
Hundreds of clients have experienced the transformation found in discovering the truth that heals the pain 
and brokenness of our past. 

Monique Lee 

Monique has been the Lead Pastor at Manurewa Baptist since 2020. She has been a part of the MBC 
Whānau for over 20 years and has been involved in many areas of church life over that time.  

She is passionate about community, the churches participation in the bi-cultural journey, and empower-
ing women in leadership.  

She is married to a top bloke called Justin and together they are raising three boys, Sam, Zach and Quinn. 
In her downtime she loves to hang at the beach, take photos, write, bake and crochet.  


